
Project profile

Strengthening community security and prevention of 
violence against women in Tajikistan 

Communities in Tajikistan face a wide range of human 
security threats, including the marginalisation and exclusion 
of minority and vulnerable groups (particularly women, 
youth, and religious groups); gender inequality and gender-
based violence (GBV); poor quality education; lack of socio-
economic opportunities and high unemployment (especially 
among youth).

Through our existing community policing programme 
in Tajikistan, gender inequality, GBV and the exclusion 
of young people have been prioritised by communities 
as major security concerns. But weak responses from 
authorities and a lack of civil society capacity to provide 
support to women and youth, or to advocate for more 
gender-sensitive responses, has limited progress on the 
issue. Regular and unresolved experiences of injustice, 
both real and perceived, are also drivers of violence and 
disaffection and can lead to conflict. This is particularly true 
among young people, who are often excluded from decision-
making processes and feel unrepresented. 

This project contributes to the reduction of violence against 
women and girls by strengthening identification of, and 
responses to, cases of GBV. It also supports community 
police partnership teams (CPPTs) and communities to 
identify, challenge and address harmful gender norms, 
behaviours and relationships that perpetuate gender 
inequality and violence as well as youth marginalisation. 
The project will enable young people to have constructive 
dialogues with authorities and to be involved in 
peacebuilding and problem solving activities.  The project 
will focus particularly on strengthening the role of men 
and women to transform harmful gender norms and 
expectations and support young people to contribute to 
their communities’ security and development.  

In 2019, Saferworld began a joint project with partners Jahon, 
Lawyers Association of Pamir, and Zarshedabonu to prevent 
gender-based discrimination, exclusion and violence, and 
to promote youth engagement in safe platforms to foster 
greater cooperation and peer-to-peer support.

Introduction

Background

Project locations
Districts of Kulob, Rudaki, Vahdat, Farkhor, Vanj  

Partners
Jahon, Lawyers Association of Pamir, 
Zarshedabonu

Funded by
United Nations Development Programme

Project budget
USD 287,691.42 

Project duration
12 months (01 June 2019–31 May 2020)

Saferworld thematic area
Security and justice, gender and inclusive 
processes



 n Facilitate policy dialogues and public council meetings to 
enhance institutional and inter-ministerial coordination on 
the police reform process 

n Provide expert support to the Multi-Disciplinary Working 
Groups on Prevention of Domestic Violence

n Provide comprehensive survivor-centred support to women 
and youth in target districts

n Strengthen meaningful participation in analysis and 
problem solving of civil society organisations (CSOs), local 
activists, women and youth on gender and youth issues.

n Support civil society organisations, including women- and 
youth-led groups and religious leaders in conducting local-
level research to generate evidence and data for local- and 
national-level advocacy

n Provide small-scale grants for CPPTs, women- and youth-
led initiatives to address gender-specific issues (such 
as women’s and girls’ safety, harassment, equality and 
gender stereotypes). Grants will also address security 
concerns identified by youth and support  youth-led 
debates on tolerance and respect for diversity

n Facilitate training for mid-level police officers on 
community policing with a focus on GBV, emphasising 
human rights and gender equality

n Facilitate focus group discussions in selected jamoats 
in target districts to identify youth groups to work on 
safety and security issues, and to support proactive and 
meaningful participation of young men and women in 
community life

n Selected target communities, including women, youth and 
vulnerable people can openly interact with local police on 
community security issues

n Young men and women participate in safe engagement 
platforms to promote peacebuilding narratives and 
develop a greater sense of belonging and peer-to-peer 
support in their communities

Photo: A participant reads a brochure at a roundtable event in 
Dushanbe, focusing on preventing conflict among young people. 
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Activities

Anticipated outcomes

Funded by:

With partners, Saferworld will:

n Strengthen the identification of, and response to, GBV 
cases with support of CPPTs and women-led groups

n Enable CPPTs and communities to identify, challenge 
and address harmful gender norms, behaviours and 
relationships that perpetuate gender inequality and 
violence

n Strengthen young women and men’s capacity to identify 
and articulate their peace and security concerns, including 
those that are linked to gender norms and inequality, and 
support them to address these issues

Throughout the project’s lifespan, Saferworld will monitor 
and evaluate results, and will periodically review progress.

Project approach

Saferworld is an independent international organisation working to prevent violent conflict and build safer lives.
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